










the Columbia River Basin Tribes.

Hi Mahri Monson and Arnita Hannon,

OWOW raised to my attention the potential need to inform Administrator Jackson of a Regional 
issue for her meeting with the Columbia River Basin Tribes.  I do not expect this issue to 
come-up for Administrator Jackson's meeting with Columbia River Basin tribes; however on the 
off chance it does, it would be good for her to be able to demonstrate that she is aware of the 
issue and express that EPA is working with the Kalispel to address their concerns.  I have used 
the requested format to capture the issue below.  Thanks much for your assistance, sorry I am 
late in the process.

Dave Croxton, Manager
Watershed Unit
Office of Water and Watersheds
EPA Region 10

 

Issue:  Kalispel Tribe rejects the methodology used in Washington State's Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) for Temperature for the Pend Oreille River and wants EPA to disapprove the 
TMDL.  EPA indicated to the Kalispels that we do not see a basis for disapproval.  Kalsipel has 
requested an independent review panel for their TMDL concerns.  The Kalispel believe the 
State's TMDL masks the frequency and magnitude of temperature violations of both State and 
Tribal water quality standards.  The Kalispel also believe their sovereign right to determine 
whether their standard is being met is being violated.

Key Messages: EPA HQ (OWOW) has agreed to review the Tribe's TMDL issues of concern.  
Prospective dates for the Tribe to present their concerns to the HQ panel have been arranged.  
The HQ panel includes policy, legal (OGC), and technical (modeling) expertise.

Background: The Pend Oreille River is the second largest tributary to the Columbia River. It 
begins at the outlet to Lake Pend Oreille, a 148 square mile lake in northern Idaho. Upstream of 
this lake the river is called the Clark Fork and its watershed includes most of western Montana. 
The U.S. portion of the Pend Oreille River has three dams. Albeni Falls dam is situated in Idaho 
just below the lake and just upstream of the Washington State border. Box Canyon and 
Boundary dams are in Washington State. Boundary Dam is just upstream of the international 
border with Canada.  The Kalispel are very concerned with Bull Trout survival and improving the 
habitat of the Pend Oreille River which is their primary natural resource.

Hope this helps,
Don
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-----------------------------------------------------------
Donald M. Martin
Sr. Natural Resources Advisor
Office of Water and Watersheds
Coeur d'Alene Field Office



U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1910 Northwest Blvd., Suite 208
Coeur d'Alene, ID  83814
Telephone: 208-665-0458
Fax:             208-664-5829
Email:  martin.don@epa.gov

Dona Harris 05/07/2012 12:51:27 PMPlease update: this consultation has a status of...

From: Dona Harris/DC/USEPA/US
To: John Herbst/R10/USEPA/US@EPA, Don Martin/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 05/07/2012 12:51 PM
Subject: Tribal Consultation Record: Pend Oreille River TMDL

Please update: this consultation has a status of draft and the start and end dates have ended prior to this 
record being published.

Dona M. Harris
American Indian Environmental Office
Office of International and Tribal Affairs
wk(202) 564-6633
harris.dona@epa.gov
http://www.epa.gov/indian/

----- Forwarded by Dona Harris/DC/USEPA/US on 05/07/2012 03:49 PM -----
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